

















literary	 work	 of	 Homer	 (and	 Pindar	 a	 few	 centuries	 later)	 and	 description	
of	different	events	such	as	ceremonies,	funerals,	and	celebrations,	where	the	
competitive	games	were	taking	place.	During	the	same	period,	 the	Ancient	
Olympics	 started	 in	776	b.c.	What	marks	 the	events	mentioned	above	 is	 a	
strong	concurrent	expression	of	agon	or	competitiveness,	and	honouring	the	
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larly,	Aristotle	 talked	much	 less	 about	physical	 and	 ‘sports-like-activities’,	































ber,	just	to	end	in	December	with	the	establishing	of	philosophic Society for 
the Study of Sport	–	PSSS	(since	1999	called	International Association for the 
philosophy of Sport	–	IAPS).	The	year	later	PSSS	started	to	publish	Journal 












Bioethics	of	 sport,	on	 the	other	hand,	was	 recognised	as	a	distinct	 field	of	




the philosophy of Sport.10	It	seems	that	bioethics	of	sport	is	becoming	a	more	
and	more	important	and	vibrant	field	where	cases	of	great	significance	for	
the	future	and	integrity	of	sport	are	being	considered,	reflected	and	resolved.	





Croatia and South-East Europe
History	of	philosophical	thought	about	the	sport	in	Croatia	is	very	short	and	
indigent.	Besides	the	few	efforts	to	introduce	and	instigate	the	philosophy	of	
sport,	mostly	by	Ivana	Zagorac	from	the	Faculty of Humanities and Social 
Sciences of the University of Zagreb, Croatia,12	and	except	 for	 the	volume	
dedicated	to	the	ethics	and	sport	in	JAHR – european Journal of Bioethics,	
edited	by	Morana	Brkljačić	Žagrović	and	Igor	Eterović,13	work	on	the	phi-
losophy	of	sport	 is	almost	non-existing.	The	next	important	step	was	made	
in	2017,	when	 the	Research Committee for Bioethics and Sport	within	 the	
Centre of excellence for Integrative Bioethics at Faculty of Humanities and 
Social Sciences of the University of Zagreb	was	established,	under	 the	 ini-
tiative	of	Matija	Mato	Škerbić	from	the	University Department for Croatian 
Studies, University of Zagreb, Croatia.14	He	was	the	first	to	receive	the	doc-
torate	 in	 the	 field	of	philosophy	of	 sport	at	 the	Faculty of Humanities and 
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er	at	 the	1st International Conference ethics, Bioethics and Sport	 (ICEBS)	
was	one	of	the	leading	global	authorities	of	sports-philosophy	William	John	
Morgan	from	University of Southern California	(USA),	while	during	the	2nd 
ICeBS	 keynote	 speakers	 were	 Mike	 McNamee	 from	 Swansea University	
(Wales,	UK),	leading	global	sports-bioethicist,	and	the	bard	of	sports	philo-
sophical	movement	Jim	Parry	from	Charles University in prague	(Czech	Re-
public).	Next	step	in	igniting	the	regional	scholars	will	be	the	organisation	of	
the	48th	IAPS	Annual	Conference	in	Split,	Croatia	during	September	2020	by	
the	same	committee,	in	collaboration	with	the Faculty of Kinesiology of the 
University of Split	in	Split.
Why the Journal Volume on Bioethics and Sport?
The	fair	question	here	is	–	why	starting	with	bioethics	of	sport	and	not	the	
philosophy	of	sport	 in	more	general	or	ethics	of	 sport	 in	a	more	particular	













This	volume	of	journal Synthesis philosophica gathered	the	papers	presented	
at	the	1st International Conference ethics, Bioethics and Sport,	held	in	Za-
greb	and	Varaždin,	Croatia	on	23rd	and	24th	of	April	2018.	The	basic	inten-
tion	was	 to	shed	some	light	on	 the	most	prominent	bioethical	 issues	 in	 the	





part	 of	 the	 larger	 sports-bioethical	 scope.	 Specifically,	 the	 volume	 is	 go-
ing	 from	more	 theoretical	 issues,	 such	 as	 the	 definitions	 of	 sport	 and	 its	
normative	 status	 (Morgan)	 and	 Kant’s	 ethics	 (Kreft),	 towards	 concrete	
and	practical	bio-ethical	 topics	 in	sport	 like	 the	 issue	of	women	participa-
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